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By Daniei F* Gilmore I 


^ASHmGTON (UPiy 

— A Bntisfa poiicemao 
has given possibly the! 
most damning testimcHir 
yet that JFam^ Earl Hay^ 
^Hed Di^. Martin Lutheri 



Alexander Anthony^ 
Eist, a retired Britism 
police officer, ^id in .a, 
written statement sub- 
mitted last Friday to the 
^lAssassinationsi 
thaLEajLtoici 
him in a London prison 
hated blabks, kifled King 
and had done it soi 
cleverly ithat he- could 
i^ver be convicted -^1 


anything l^ut participatioii|| 
in a conspiracy: ■ 


“During tl» course ofi 
conversation^ - hei 
definitely ^ — he didn’t! 
actually c^me out with itj 
— but it was there in the! 
conversation that he bad- 
done it.” lEist said .in ai 
statement! read by RepJ 
Samud Devine„ E - OMoJ 


“He was -quite pOTd: ofi 

if ” ■ - ' - ■- 


Eist said Ray confideefi 
bis only n^take was toi 
leave behind'* the" murde^ 
weapon -i lbearing lusi 
flngeiprintsi-7' but ex^i 
pressed confidence 
would not be^ ehou^ tc^ 
sustain rnur (fer . con-4 

viction.-'" 


“The oMy '' thing * th^ 
,state. . . ^ould be able toi 
pin on hiib was a con- 
spiracy . because they 
couldn’t actually prove 
that he fired the gun 
because, accor ding to 
him, nobody saw him,’* 
Eist said, “He was quite; 
open about! this situaticn,^ 
a conspiracy.” 
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qbquf slaying Dr.K 


Eist s^d ttere wasa’ti venting confessions from EayataMengAis service! 

any doubt about. Ray’sl prisoners. . ' station abait Uie, time of ’ 

feelmgs towpd blacks.-; Committee Traders let fee April 4, 1968, murder. 

He just hat^ biacki Lane’s allegations pass “TMs story is cfgn* 
people,” Eist said* “Hei .without contradiction — pie tely .false,” Cowdert: 
said so on many oc- sajdng only they . w^e ^tified Friday, 

casions.” “checking” on Eist — Mt He smd he was actually I 

(In an. interview Friday! into_ ^ js^lic b<3me in Necfces the 

withCBS -TV in England,! record the poTTceman^s ^7 King waa killed 

Eist was ask^^ Ray lefti allegations* . ' and had merely agreed tp 

any doubt in the police! After Ray and Lane bad concocted_aJihi- 

cfficer’s mind that he hact d epart ed, the panel called corroboratim story as a 

killed Dr. King and was: Ray’s sto alibi withes^' . &vor to a friend who bad 

proud of it. “Noneat an,” Dean Cowden. of Port done investigative, work 

the 28 - year police^ Neches, Texas, to the for one of Ray’s earlier 

veteran; rephed, -adding i witness stand. - defense attcam^. 

Ray left ho doubt he ^ attempting to tot- The objective, Cowd^ 

“acted alone ”) ^ client’s claim be . said, was to use fee stoy 

After bitto exchanges ^ ^ and to “sell movie ri^ts, a 

concerning Eist’s’ present 'at the book. . .several things he 

credibility, the panefi niurder scene, Lane had was trying, to market” 

excused Ray from further^ told the panel Cowden and As for Lane,* Cowden 
t e a t i m 0 n y - u n t i l i man, now dead, ; said, “Be fell for it hook, 

^ had told him they saw line and sinker , ...L • ; 

November, when it wilif 
pick up this thread of itsi 
assassination nrobe. - | 

. Ray Coolly and flatly] 
demect lie ever discussed 
the case with Eist, 
ictentified as the man who 
guarttedhim continuously 
for weeks, after his arrest 

in England. 

Mark . Lane' ' Ray’s at- 
torneyv : introduced 
counter : evidence 
desired to destroy Eist’g; 
credibility. : 

Accusing the committee 
of “outrageous” and 
“irresponsMe”; action. 

Lane said to had in-j 
formation Elist had beenJ 
“dismissed in disgrace”] 
from the British force fon 
a variety of crimes, in- ; 
eluding perpry and in- 


